
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE DEAF? 
A deaf person is someone who can’t hear 
because their ears don’t work properly.

WHAT IS A COCHLEAR IMPLANT AND 
HOW DOES IT WORK?
A cochlear implant is a tiny computer that lets a 
deaf person hear. it helps sound go through the 
ear and to the brain.

Only children who have almost no hearing, or no 
hearing at all, will get a cochlear implant.

A COCHLEAR IMPLANT HAS THREE 
PARTS TO IT:

1) The implant – a tiny computer that is put 
under the skin by a doctor during an operation. 
It has thin wires called an electrode. The 
electrodes pass sound to the brain.

2) A coil – which is shaped like a circle and sits 
on the outside of the head. It is connected to the 
processor.

3) The processor – looks like a hearing aid 
and sits behind the person’s ear. It has small 
microphones that pick up all noises.

Magnets in the implant and the coil hold the 
device together.

About two weeks after the operation, the child 
visits an ear expert called an audiologist and the 
cochlear implant is “switched on”. This is the 
day the child will hear for the first time through 
their cochlear implants. If they have never heard 
before they won’t recognise the sounds.

The child has to learn to listen and at first, the 
sounds might seem very silly. But if a child wears 
their cochlear implant every day listening will 
get easier.

The processor has a battery that has to be 
charged every day. You can’t sleep with your 
cochlear implants on, so they are taken off every 
night and put on again each morning.

1

2

3

LOUD
SHIRT
DAY



WHAT HAPPENS AFTER “SWITCH ON”?
Once a child has their cochlear implants 
switched on, they need to learn how to listen 
and speak.

To do this they come to our centre for therapy. 
During therapy our staff teach the children how 
to listen and use their ears. We also teach the 
mums and dads games and activities they can do 
at home to help their child learn to use their ears.

It takes many years of practice for a deaf child 
to learn to listen and speak like their friends who 
do not have a cochlear implant.

But after all the practice, most of the time, they 
can start school when they turn 5, just like 
everyone else. They can do and hear anything.

Some children call cochlear implants their 
“magic ears” or their “bionic ears”.

ABOUT THE HEARING HOUSE AND 
THE SOUTHERN COCHLEAR IMPLANT 
PROGRAMME
The Hearing House and the Southern Cochlear 
Implant Programme are the two organisations in 
New Zealand that teach children with cochlear 
implants to listen and speak.

It costs a lot of money to teach a child to listen 

and speak. The government helps pay for half of 
the costs and we have to raise money to pay for 
the rest.

Coming to The Hearing House and the Southern 
Cochlear Implant Programme is free for families 
– they do not have to pay any money at all.

WHAT IS LOUD SHIRT DAY?
Loud Shirt Day raises money for The Hearing 
House and the Southern Cochlear Implant 
Programme.

On Loud Shirt Day we ask people at schools and 
workplaces all across New Zealand to wear a 
bright and funny outfit for the day and make a 
donation to Loud Shirt Day.

Some people also hold bake sales, fashion 
parades or have a shared morning tea.
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